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Rector’s Report 

Our Annual Meeting is an opportunity to pause and reflect on the year that has passed and to offer ourselves afresh in 
the service of God and one another. It is a time to repent of all that has not been as we would have wished it to be and 
also to renew our hope and trust in the God who guides and directs us. It’s a moment to ask again of God - who do you 
call us to be, as individuals and as your church in Walthamstow? As we do this together, I want to suggest some ways 
in which we might recommit to being the people of God in Walthamstow in the year to come. 

A People of Gratitude 

But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. -1 Corinthians 15:57  

As we reflect on the last year and as we prepare to celebrate God’s unfailing love through the death and resurrection of 
Jesus at Easter, we seek to be people of deep thankfulness, alive and attentive to all that God has given to us and in 
awe of his generosity. We can see as we look back the myriad ways in which God has blessed us - in people, in 
opportunities for mission, in social justice, in community, in the arts, in service and in worship together. Let us be a 
people for whom gratitude is always on our lips and in our hearts so that we remain perpetually and humbly aware of 
the grace and mercy which grounds our lives. 

Let us also be people who express that gratitude in how we love and care for one another. I want to take this 
opportunity to thank you, on behalf of the church, for the faithful service you have offered to our communities - whether 
through Sunday ministries with children and youth, with Welcome, with the Market Stall - with any of the ministries 
which make our worship possible, including our midweek ministries such as Stay and Play, Pilgrim, Vespers or Citizens. 
Thank you for sharing generously of your gifts and of your time. This is the only way in which it is possible to be the 
church - thank you for playing your part in building the Kingdom. 

Even more, let us give thanks for one another, for the relationships we share and can nurture. This year, let us commit 
to building deeper and stronger connections with one another, joining together in worship so that God might be 
revealed in our care and love for one another. Jesus said: “By this shall all people know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another.” I am excited to think about how we might live that out more fully in the coming year. 



A People of Purpose 

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so 
easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher 
of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand 
of the throne of God. -Hebrews 12:1-2 

The book of Proverbs reminds us that without vision, the people perish. None of us has joined the church to be part of a social club 
with no impact on the world. Jesus sent us into the world to make disciples and baptise new believers. The commission is the 
same today as it was when it was first issued and our churches are seeking to be a transforming and life-giving presence to the 
parts of Walthamstow to which we are called. 

In the last five years, church attendance across the UK has fallen by over 5%. In the last fifteen years, the figure increases to a 
decline of 29%. We are called to be a missionary church  - finding new language and new approaches to help people encounter 
Jesus and opening ourselves up to how God can work dynamically through us as we open ourselves to his Holy Spirit. 

It has been a gift to see the growth of new ministries in this past year - especially the development of the St Gabriel’s nursery 
partnership, Stay and Play, and the new projects being established through the work of Louise Russell. 

At St Mary’s, we have seen continued growth at Vespers, new life in prayer and opportunities to come together with the wider 
community over youth violence, an interest in seeing more people make the real Living Wage and the need for more affordable 
housing. Our relationship with our church school has deepened and strengthened thanks in large part to the exceptional ministry 
of our very own Khadisha Gerald, RE co-ordinator, and the excellent work of our Curate, Revd Adam Childs.  

At St Luke’s, the community has shown strength, resilience and commitment with the departure of Revd Frances Shoesmith, and 
their continued service, love and devotion to the farmer’s market, the high street and to each other has been noteworthy.  

Let us be people of purpose, seeing clearly, and responding faithfully, to the call of Christ in this season.



A People of Hope 

And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know 
that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not put us to 
shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.  
-Romans 5:2-5 

There are many challenges in the world - our political landscape is turbulent, the global picture seems equally 
uncertain, climate change threatens our very existence whilst locally we struggle with threats to our young people’s 
safety, grinding poverty and the pain of homelessness. 

At the same time, we have suffered as communities: we have lost loved ones, dear friends have moved away and 
some of what we planned has not come to fruition or worked out as we had hoped.  

Rebecca Solnit wrote: ‘The world is changed by hopeful people’, and we have the greatest hope, the hope of 
redemption in Jesus Christ, the hope of the Kingdom already at work, the hope which arises from struggle and 
suffering and disappointment - as well as from joy and encouragement. 

Let us be people of hope, proclaiming in the way that we speak and think and live that another world is possible. May 
our churches be places where all can come and find hope, may we reflect on the year that is passed and look forward 
to the year ahead with a hope that is rooted in Jesus Christ and his promise of abundant life. 

Revd Vanessa Conant 
Team Rector 



Hello and Goodbye 

This last year has seen many staff changes. In the summer we said goodbye to Revd Frances Shoesmith as she moved to 
join the Transform Wigan Team in Liverpool Diocese. A couple of months later, our children’s and youth Director Donna 
Gwilliams began a new role with Faith in Schools in Newham though continues to lead St Luke’s. And in December, Claire 
Donaldson, our CAP centre manager, took up a new and expanded role as CAP area manager. 

We give thanks for Frances, Donna and Claire and their ministry amongst us. 

We have also welcomed new people and changes in role. Revd Ade Eleyae became Team Vicar at St Gabriel’s and we give 
thanks for her fruitful ministry there. Sue Peacham joined our staff team as CAP centre manager and Louise Russell 
joined us as an Outreach Worker at St Gabriel’s. We are so thankful for each of these people and the gifts they bring to the 
staff team and parish. Please continue to pray for us as we seek to lead and serve. 

Revd Vanessa Conant 
Team Rector



Parish Electoral Roll  

The Electoral Roll is revised annually, but every six years it is compiled again from scratch and this has been done in 
2019. It is quite normal with a new roll for the total to decrease as the names of people who no longer come are 
removed and this has proven to be true with our latest count as the total number in 2018 was 437 and is now 315. We 
want to emphasise the good news that, in the last year, 42 people have committed to joining the parish. The deletions 
number 163 and the majority of these are from St Mary’s, our largest church. Across the parish, three members have 
died and many others have moved away and/or now worship elsewhere. However, at St Mary’s it has proved difficult 
pastorally to keep track of people who join the roll and then move on after a relatively short period of time; this is an 
easier task in St Luke’s and St Gabriel’s where congregations are smaller. Names can be entered on the Roll after the 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting - talk to your Electoral Roll officer. 

Anything we should be praying for as a church 

• Give thanks for new members and help them to integrate into the Parish  
• A desire to improve our pastoral care of new and existing members 
• That those who have moved on find fellowship in a new church 

Jacqueline Baker 
St Mary’s Church Member 



Finance Report 

Our annual accounts are in the process of 
being audited, something required by law due 
to the size of our operations. This means we 
will not approve our accounts at our Annual 
General Meeting but in late April 2019. 

In the past year, we have experienced an 
increase in giving for which we are hugely 
grateful. Thank you to all who have given 
regularly through standing order, envelope 
and in the collection plate. The church 
receives no funding from the Church of 
England or from central government and is 
entirely reliant on the generous giving of 
people and the hiring of space to raise funds. 

Thank you for your commitment to our 
churches, your generosity and support. We 
would not be able to offer any of the ministry 
that we do without these gifts. 

If you do not already give, you may wish to 
think about how you can support the life of 
the church financially. The best way to do this 
is by a regular gift - this helps the church to 
plan well and to manage its finances and 
doesn’t depend on when people are able to 
attend church. There are a number of ways to 
give regularly: you can join the Parish Giving 
Scheme, set up a standing order or, at St 
Mary’s, give online through our website.  



In the coming months, we are going to be trialling 
contactless giving, alongside our usual collection 
plates and envelopes and look forward to receiving 
your feedback on this. 

Looking forward, our budget for this coming year has 
been approved by the PCC. Whilst we have made 
significant savings in the past year and worked to 
streamline our budget as well as develop new income 
streams such as the nursery at St Gabriel’s, our 
income still falls below the costs of running the 
parish. As things stand, we are set to have a deficit of 
approaching £15,000 a year. 

We are seeking to meet this deficit by raising funds 
from external sources wherever possible, developing 
sustainable models of funding for the services and 
projects we run and undertaking large scale projects - 
such as the nursery and Heritage Lottery projects - to 
help us address our long-term needs. 

We want to express our sincere thanks to Martin 
Kearney, our Parish Treasurer, who has gone above 
and beyond in service of the Parish. We also want to 
thank all those who serve in this team, especially Lou 
Henderson, John Chamberlain, David Baker and 
Barbara and Martyn Handley. 

We ask for your prayers, that we might continue to 
steward the resources given to us with wisdom, 
generosity and vision. 

Revd Vanessa Conant 
Team Rector 



Waltham Forest Deanery Synod  

There are four elected Deanery Synod members from the Parish of Walthamstow, three of whom are also on the 
Deanery and Pastoral Committee. There were three Synod meetings in 2018, one of which was an away day when 
we looked at ‘Buildings for Mission’. The Deanery and Pastoral Committee met six times in 2018; we learned 
about changes of personnel in the deanery, vacancies in parishes and looked at funding bids from local parishes. 
However, our main focus since September has been to develop a Deanery Plan which will articulate a shared 
vision of mission and how we might create a culture of co-operation and use our resources across the Deanery.  

Anything we should be praying for as a church 

• For wisdom as the Deanery ad Pastoral Committee seek to develop the Deanery Plan  
• For continued co-operation between churches of different traditions so the Gospel will be made known  

Jacqueline Baker 
St Mary’s Church Member



Prayer House Companions and Prayer Retreat 

We are thankful for great speakers both at our weekend retreat in August and at the Prayer Day in February.  
We enjoyed going deeper, and God met a number of people in their loss, and pain, both physical and through past 
hurts. In our Tuesday gatherings we are thankful for a place of belonging that builds people into our fellowship, for 
depth of sharing and commitment to one another, and for the lifeline of shared prayer.    

Over the coming year we want to build on this through our Week of Guided Prayer, in a 24/7 prayer week,  
in further prayer days, and another August retreat - always reaching out to those for whom this is a new experience. We 
would also like to explore how we can develop in prayer as distinct congregations, so a conversation will go on 
between Jill and several members of St Gabriel’s next.   

Revd Jill Mowbray 
Associate Minister



Waltham Forest Citizens: Seeking Affordable Homes   

Last April we secured the agreement of the then-prospective leader of the Council to support our agenda for affordable housing in our 
Borough. With more than 8000 people on the list for social housing and rocketing rent and property prices, finding a home in our Borough 
is getting harder. Since our pre-election assembly, the Affordable Housing Group have been keeping up the pressure when it comes to new 
developments, making sure the council are hearing us when they're deciding on how many affordable homes there will be.   
   
We’re thankful for:  
• The council keeping their promise on 50% affordable homes on public land including the Score and Lea  Bridge site  
• For the first time ever, Community Land Trusts have been included in the possibilities for site development at the Lea Bridge Site, 

opening up space for this innovative type of housing in the borough  
• Seeing members try out new things, sharing their gifts and talents and growing in leadership  

In 2019 we want to build support across the Council on our agenda for change and hope that members of St Mary’s will be part of the 
journey.   

Our work with Waltham Forest Citizens is part of our worship. It’s an expression of our desire to love mercy, act justly and walk humbly 
with God. 

This year has been one of the most significant in the recent history of Waltham Forest Citizens. In April, we held the largest public 
accountability assembly in London with over 600 people gathering to ask Cllr Clare Coghill to commit to our People’s Agenda. 

The past year has been busy. We have: 
-formed a youth commission and written a report as a response to the violence our young people are experiencing 
- campaigned for the real Living Wage in Walthamstow Village and seen three new businesses sign up 
- continued to hold the Council to account on the promises they made on affordable housing, 
ensuring 50% affordable on the Score and Lea Bridge Road sites 

The next step is to gather at Greenleaf Road Baptist on Wednesday 13th May 2019 at 7pm to meet 
with Cllr Coghill again and review how far we have come and where we still have to go. 

Please join us for that meeting and pray for opportunities to see real engagement from the Council 
on our housing asks in particular.  

Jess Hall 
St Mary’s Church Member



Waltham Forest Citizens: Response to Youth Violence 

We have been working with Waltham Forest Citizens on a civil society response to reduce youth violence in our community. As part of WF 
Citizens, we have been working alongside young people, youth workers, schools, faith institutions, police and Council in order to 
successfully tackle the increase in youth crime in Waltham Forest. In recent times, we have witnessed several violent attacks and the 
dreadful loss of life among young people in our Borough. We want to see change and an end to youth violence, and as a parish we are 
committed to being part of that change. We ran a listening campaign to gain a deeper understanding of how youth violence works in our 
area and to identify strategies through which it might be tackled. Through conversations we have heard a range of stories and experiences 
from our young people and their families. 

Five themes emerged: 
1. Exclusion and Inclusion: School exclusions, the local Waltham Forest PRU and rebuilding young people’s sense of belonging - Being 
permanently excluded from mainstream education leads to children and young people being outside of the mainstream of public care. 
2. The home experience: Traumatic childhood, domestic violence and foster care - Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) have a massive 
impact on young people, especially in the first 5 years. Every £1 spent in the first 5 years is worth £7 spent thereafter. 
3. Relationships between young people and the police: young people, especially from BAME backgrounds, expressed fear at the police 
because they or their friends have had bad experiences with them. 
4.  The relationships between gangs, violence and drugs - Gangs have become more violent as drugs have become a local factor. Gangs 
provide the missing elements in some young people's lives such as support and a sense of belonging. 
5.  Job opportunities and money - Young people want opportunities so that they can get experience and earn money without turning to 
gangs/drug running. 

After many months of running listening campaigns, on 29th March 2019, Waltham Forest Citizens Response to Youth Violence Commission 
launched the full report at the Town Hall. It was a phenomenal event and truly inspiring to see so many people, especially young people from 
a broad range of institutions, coming together to create real change. One of the proposed solutions is mentoring, and as a Parish, this is an 
area which we can develop and really make a valuable contribution to reducing youth violence. A positive mentoring relationship can 
transform the trajectory of young lives by providing alternative life choices and sustainable and productive opportunities. On 23rd May 2019, 
there will be a mentoring information evening led by Bishop Peter, at St Mary’s Church. This will be a great opportunity for people to come 
along and find out more about mentoring and the work we are doing to tackle youth violence in our community. 

Jacintha Danaswamy 
Parish Administrator



CAP Debt Centre 

We have had a successful and busy year with 11 clients going debt-free during 2018.  We have managed the 
transition to the new CAP Centre Manager, and have an enthusiastic and positive group of befrienders. 
We a thankful for the ongoing funding support from the WCAC for their funding, alongside the United Reform 
church. A new Debt Money coach has come forward for training to enable us to keep offering these courses. 

Anything we should be praying for as a church 

• Encouragement and opportunity for the adaptation of the CAP Money course to meet the different needs of the local 
community.  We also pray for our clients as we are operating a 12-week waiting list, which can be very stressful for 
some of our clients already in difficult circumstances. 

Sue Peacham 
CAP Centre Manager



Forest Churches Emergency Night Shelters (FCENS) 

The Parish has continued to support the homeless in Waltham Forest, and made the Welcome Centre available each Tuesday 
night between November 2018 and March 2019. Over that period, we welcomed an overnight weekly attendance of up to 7 
women and 23 men and more who come for food alone. We continue to be grateful for our team of 25 wonderful supporters, 
many of whom come from the wider community and faithfully serve every week. We provide great food, a warm welcome and a 
safe place to stay overnight for those, who without this service, would have nowhere else to go.  

Anything we should be praying for as a church 

• As the Welcome Centre is likely to be redeveloped later this year, we will need to secure other church 
premises for Tuesday nights from November 2019. It is not clear where we will be when the shelters restart 
- please pray for a quick resolution to this problem.   

• Also, prayers regarding securing the ongoing funding needed to ensure the continuity of this service are 
always appreciated. 

David Baker 
FCENS Trustee



The Christian Kitchen  

The Christian Kitchen is a meal, free-of-charge, to anyone who needs it in a car park behind the High Street and Mission  
Grove every day of the year. The Parish provides a team to prepare and serve food every second Thursday in the month.   

This past year was marked by the departure of Peter Collins, who organised teams from the Parish for many years, and also   
by Christian Kitchen’s 25-year anniversary. Maureen Rhodes, founder of the Christian Kitchen and a member of St Mary’s,   
received an award. We are thankful for the loyal support of about 35 volunteers, who serve guests in all weathers.  

Anything we should be praying for as a church 

• Please pray for the continued existence of the Kitchen and for the help provided by all the other churches and groups which  
maintain this valuable service. We encourage more people to come forward to serve, for it is the kind of service which benefits the  
givers as much as the receivers.  

Peter Collins 
St Mary’s Christian Kitchen Team Co-ordinator 



Rainbow Tree 

Rainbow Tree is a group for LGBT people and allies in Waltham Forest who identify as Christian or are 
exploring faith and who meet for mutual support and encouragement. Last year, as we have done in 
previous years, we participated with Christians at Pride, part of London Pride, with some members 
joining the march, and others supporting the marchers from the sidelines as ‘Angels’. 

In February 2019 the Bishop of Chelmsford invited us, as part of St Mary’s, to contribute to the ‘Living in 
Love and Faith' report for Church of England for which we generated a 20 pages of feedback - 
testimonies, thoughts and experiences. If you would like to know more, please speak to one of us. 

Moving into the new year, our aspiration is to be able help get a positive message across concerning 
LGBTQI and faith, most particularly to young people. We would also like to help and support those who 
identify as LGBTQI and to engage with those who don’t so that they will be more accepting of diversity. 

John Fairlamb  
St Mary’s Church Member 







Sunday Morning Services 

We have had a wonderful year worshipping together and welcoming many new people to join us. Some particular highlights were 
the celebration of the 70th anniversary of the Windrush, our Pentecost service with baptisms and our recent All Together Sunday. 
We also welcomed thousands of people through the doors over Christmas, and were privileged to celebrate the baptisms of many. 
We give thanks for the considerable growth in our congregation at 8am.  

Anything we should be praying for as a church 

• Over the coming year, we want to explore how we can grow and develop both our morning services. Please pray for wisdom, courage 
and vision as we explore this. 

Revd Vanessa Conant 
Team Rector 

Prayer in Services  

We are pleased to have re-launched our prayer ministry team on Sundays in Holy Communion services, and we give thanks for the 
16 people who came and trained together, led by Christine Chechinska and Elise Petersen. Prayer ministry is a life-line to God’s 
grace and is especially important for those who might be experiencing difficulties in their lives.   

Over the year ahead, we would like to explore how we can extend this to all services, and we want to see how we can join up this 
prayer with more in-depth pastoral support when people are going through very great difficulties in their lives. Please pray for 
wisdom, and a sense of shared vision as we seek to go forward together.   

Revd Jill Mowbray 
Associate Minister



Music and Worship 

We have a Great God and we want to worship Him with His great gift of music. 

Music on Sundays and Holy Days is performed by a team of singers and players. I would like to thank this pool of musicians for their 
contributions during the year. But we are always on the lookout for more musicians, so if you can play anything (or know someone else 
who can), please make yourself known to Jermaine or me - we’d love to hear from you. Jermaine has been keeping all services fully 
staffed with singers and musicians using Planning Centre. This digital application has made life much easier in terms of preparation.  

In other musical acts of worship, we had our first choir which included men, for quite a few years. We sang at the Christmas Carol 
Service with the usual help of a few musicians, Tony Baker (oboe), Dave Worth (flute), and Kome Eleyae (bass) and the very welcome 
addition of Lizzie Burch (viola) 

We had our STOW orchestra, which gathered three times last year – in the summer for a ‘Songs of Praise’, in November for the 
innovative ‘Beer and Hymns’ service, and again, a couple of weeks before Christmas, for the Orchestral Carol Service.  

Peter McCarthy’s ‘Music in the Village’ series of concerts continues, but has moved temporarily (I hope) to St Michael and All Angels 
while plans are made to re-order St Mary’s. Work had been planned to start this summer, though that looks to be delayed significantly.   

As the church becomes more accessible to others, we are delighted to welcome other groups and ensembles to use the premises for 
musical concerts. London Forest Choir now have a regular Christmas Concert in the church with a very strong following and the local 
community choir (who also rehearse in the church) held a concert in the building last year. In addition, there are various one-off 
concerts held, and all are more than welcome. After the re-ordering, the space should be far more versatile which means many more 
groups will be able to use the premises for concerts and recitals.  

Concerts under the St Mary’s Music Hall banner go from strength to strength. Ossie Lundie-Smith will be reporting on those concerts 
separately. So, it is an exciting time for the music in St Mary’s. Personally, I delight is in the diversity of styles of worship at St Mary’s. 
So, if you have any ideas, please feel free to bring them to us!  

Jonathan Rathbone  
Director of Music at Saint Mary’s 



Vespers 

Vespers is our midweek contemplative service, offering forty minutes of stillness, reflection and peace in the midst of the 
busyness of the week. Over the last year, we have seen Vespers continue to grow. Over 40 people join us in the course of a 
month and we have been particularly pleased to introduce monthly communion at the end of Vespers since October. We 
also held a post-Vespers book club, studying the book ’12 Steps to a Compassionate Life’ and loved exploring the theme of 
compassion over twelve weeks. We have also eaten together and built community over the past year. Please pray for 
Vespers to be a place of encouragement, inspiration and love for all, and for the community to continue to grow. 

Revd Vanessa Conant 
Team Rector 

Sunday Children’s Ministry 

Sunday School continues to flourish and to support the spiritual development of the children attending church. We are 
grateful to Red Balloon, who provide resources and help with planning the learning activities. Volunteers lead the children 
through a carefully thought-out programme, designed to bring them to a love of God and to encourage them to become 
followers of Jesus. Many leaders find their own relationship with God being strengthened as they work with the children.  

Anything we should be praying for as a church 

• Please pray for the continuing work of the Sunday school, and for an increase in the numbers coming forward to join the 
community of adults engaged in leading and teaching the children.    

Michael Forbes 
St Mary’s Church Member



Children & Youth Ministry  

This year we have seen some big changes in this area. Donna Gwilliams stepped down from her role as Director of 
Children and Youth Ministry and has moved on to work with Faith in Schools in Newham. Since Donna Stepped down, we 
have partnered with Red Balloon Family, outside experts in children’s and youth work in churches.  

Twig is our Sunday night youth group for ages 9-13. We have been working really hard with Red Balloon Family to invest in this 
group, and this year the group moved its meetings to the Welcome Centre lounge, where they have picked out new furniture 
and are beginning to paint in order to create a space of their own. Later this year they will be going with Red Balloon Family to 
Soul Survivor, and in 2020, they are planning to go to Mexico on a mission trip with Red Balloon Family and Scripture Union.  

Waltham Forest Youth Collective is a new program of joint worship evenings in Waltham Forest. It is organised by a group of three local 
churches dedicated to enabling young people to deepen their relationship with Jesus through worship, word and witness in new and 
creative ways. Our Nights of Worship consist of four main elements: Worship, Prayer, Discipleship, Social. Each gathering has a different 
theme, with our themes this year being ‘Kingdom’, ‘Grace’, ‘Identity’, ‘Living it Out’ and ‘In Love’. Our leaders are made up of volunteers from 
the various partner churches, and the Waltham Forrest Youth Collective team is overseen by Revd Adam Childs, Jonathan Fossey of 
Cornerstone Church, Leyton, and Revd Polly Kersys-Hull and Dannie Hancock of St John’s, Leytonstone. 

Our Baby & Toddler Area in St Mary’s has also seen some changes this year. In our Baby area, we have linked up a screen so that when 
parents are in there, they can still feel connected to the service. In our Toddler area, we have started using the Diddy Disciples resource 
and are working towards building our volunteer numbers up so that parents can leave their children there while they worship.   

Schools work has seen a massive increase in the number of children reached. We have continued running Christmas Explored and 
Experience Easter and Vanessa and I have been going into St Mary’s Primary School every Monday to do assemblies. On top of this we 
have also been invited to do RE Lessons at both St. Mary’s and St. Saviours, and earlier this year we did sessions on creation and have 
been in the schools during Lent 2019, running sessions on salvation. During Lent 2019, we will have worked with 6 schools and have run 
39 sessions, engaging with around 1390 children, sharing the Easter story.  

Revd Adam Childs  
Assistant Curate 



Heritage Events  

We organised two events, Open Church Weekend in June and July and three evenings of Candlelit Tales in 
November plus, for the second year, we hosted a WWI Day organised by the local Western Front Association in 
September. A new feature in 2018 was storytelling and we are excited that we had 18 congregation members 
recounting tales of people from the past associated with St Mary’s; stories included a privateer taken to court, a 
conspiracy theory against Catholics, and the poignant letters from a WWI soldier killed at Passchendaele. 
Visitor numbers: OCW attracted over 220, down from 2017, but we were competing with the World Cup! 
Candlelit Tales drew in over 180 people. We are grateful for the number of volunteers from within St Mary’s who 
help make these events a success: 68 at OCW and 44 in November. This means that visitors encounter more 
than just a building when they come. One visitor wrote: “… it was a fascinating evening and lovely to hear the 
storytellers share their passion for the Church, its history and the people who have left their mark there over the 
years. Thank you also to the stewards, it was interesting to informally hear from those linked to the Church in 
the present day about the ongoing relevance of the Church in people's lives.”  

Anything we should be praying for as a church 

• That visitors, at events and the many casual ones who pop in to see an old building, will find a 
friendly welcome and want to return   

• For our volunteer base to continue to grow in number and enthusiasm 

Jacqueline and David Baker 
St Mary’s Church Members



St Mary’s Music Hall 

St Mary's Music Hall is an incredible mission opportunity for the church to serve the community and beyond through the 
highest quality world, folk and jazz music. The vision for the project is to celebrate our diversity and strengthen community 
ties, as well as enable people who otherwise might not come to St Mary's to experience something beautiful and 
unexpected in the ancient building. Over the last 12 months, we have curated over 10 performances and we estimate 
2500 people have come through the doors to celebrate our unique offering.  

There have been musicians from Israel, Malawi, Ireland, Romania and Scotland. 

St Mary's Music Hall gives us the opportunity to serve artists as well as audiences. We receive great feedback such as this 
from Love Ssega, who has performed at Glastonbury in front of 45,000 people: 

"Big thanks for last night!  Was a great night, amazing to work with you all and see the crowd dancing.  Such a special 
venue and a great team you have”.

We couldn’t do what we do without help from a number of great volunteers. So thank you to all of you have helped this 
year. There are too many of you to mention.  But a special thank you to Phil Brook, who will be here for 6 hours during a 
gig, and Cameron Conant, the last to lock up at 11.30pm. It really is a team effort! 

Ossie Lundie-Smith and Sam Jones are the Directors of the Music Hall and members of the Parish and love seeing the 
church be used in this way, building on the church's vision to be welcoming, transformational and a small part of God’s 
work in Walthamstow. 

Parish members are entitled to reduced price tickets - £10 for any gig. Or you might wish to volunteer and come for free. 
Speak to Ossie or Cameron if you are interested in serving in this way. 

Ossie Lundie-Smith 
St Mary’s Church Member



Building Projects 

Unless the Lord builds it, the labourers labour in vain 

In the last year, i have been pondering this verse often, especially in relation to our building projects, and I have been deeply aware of 
our reliance and dependence on the grace and wisdom of God as we seek to steward well the buildings that have been given to us. 

Our Heritage Lottery Project to restore and renovate the ancient building of St Mary’s has been slightly delayed but we now are set to 
submit our application by the final deadline in May 2019. We will hear a decision as to whether we were successful in securing our 
Round 2 funding in September 2019. 

The vision for this project is a renewed building, a hub of the community which is open all the time for all of Walthamstow to access. 
We hope to see a diverse programme of arts and community activity sitting alongside our worship and our prayer, and it is our hope that 
many will be drawn to find peace, healing and fellowship. 

If we receive the complete funding from National Lottery Heritage Fund, we will be removing the pews and replacing them with 
beautiful, flexible seating. We will be creating a new kitchen and cafe area, improved sound and lighting, updating the vestries as well as 
repairing the roof and walls and building a beautiful new entrance. On the north side of the church, a new extension will house our 
church offices and a community/gallery space. The vision is for a building which really sings. 

As the work has progressed, our timings have changed somewhat and it now seems most likely that we will stay in the building 
throughout 2020 whilst we complete detailed design work and identify the right contractors and project manager to oversee this work. 
We plan to undertake renovation work between January and November 2021 and will keep you updated on the progress of these plans. 

In the past year, we have been working hard at completing all our surveys, securing planning permission and permission from the 
Church of England, as well as to plan the arts and heritage activities we will offer to the wider community and to build a sustainable 
business plan which will ensure that the church thrives for future generations. 

There is more for us to do. We need to raise sufficient funds to cover the cost of this project and we will be 
launching a ‘sponsor a chair’ campaign very soon. 

Please pray that we will be successful at the second round of our NLHF application and that the project will be 
able to serve the people of Walthamstow and bring glory to God. 

Revd Vanessa Conant 
Team Rector 



Welcome Centre site 

In the last year, we secured planning permissions for 14 units of affordable housing, a nursery and community 
space on the site of the Welcome Centre, restoring this significant historic building and creating accommodation 
for a Borough which badly needs it. This was a huge milestone in our plans and complex to achieve. We give 
thanks for the many people who enabled it to happen, especially our architects, Alex Spicer and Matthew Lloyd. 

You may remember that we had intended to work with the Diocese of Chelmsford to build this housing. However, in the 
new year, the Diocese made the decision not to develop on the scale initially planned which means that the Parish needs 
to identify a new housing partner on this project. Please pray for us as we do this, pray for a partner who shares our values 
and our vision to make a transformational difference to our local community. 

Revd Vanessa Conant 
Team Rector 

Churchyards  

We have made great progress this year, with a little help from our friends: the Community Payback team, Good Gym Waltham Forest 
and the Walthamstow Village Residents’ Association/ Village in Bloom. Our 'Burials in Bloom’ programme was a success, with 19 
graves tended by local residents. The Vinegar Alley site is in better shape than it was. Meanwhile, bat and bird boxes have been put up, 
and most excitingly, a bog garden has been created to improve bio-diversity. A trial meadow has been sown. We also now have three 
proper compost heaps to enable us to compost waste and distribute it to the local community. Overall, it has been a productive year.   

Anything we should be praying for as a church 

• That we will continue to reach out into the community. To see more people use and appreciate the space. That the churchyards grow to 
become a productive resource for local residents, rather than a maintenance headache. That we become a beacon for how to use 
churchyard space in London and beyond.   

Tim Hewitt 
Gardener







St Gabriel’s Church 

This has been an exciting year of great blessing for St Gabriel’s. God has added to our numbers - we have been 
delighted to see new faces at Sunday services and at the Wednesday Hub. Following the success of the initial 
Christmas Explored, we ran it again for children from Woodside Park Academy and also welcomed the children from 
Whitefield Schools for their Christmas services. This Easter, we ran our first Experience Easter programme.  

Louise Russell started as our Outreach Development Worker in January and we are looking forward to developing our 
mission in new areas such as our English for Women project. St Gabriel’s ‘Stay and Play’ group started last summer. It 
ran until Christmas when it was put on hold for a while so that our new nursery, Wood Street Nursery at St Gabriel’s, 
which started in January, could bed in. Both projects have exceeded all our expectations.  

We have faced challenges, but we have also shared moments of great joy, especially when supporting those who have 
been confirmed, baptised and married.  We have continued to run the Pilgrim Course where people have been able to 
grow in their faith. 

We are particularly thankful for all the people who have blessed us with their ministry over the last year and for all those 
who have volunteered and held us up in prayer. God is moving at St Gabriel’s and we all share a sense of hope and 
expectation - demonstrated at our ‘Come as You Are’ event in the summer.  

God added to our number two gorgeous babies, Grace and Faith. Our prayer going forward is that God will give us the 
grace to fulfil our calling to be a place of welcome, blessing and refuge - a place where no one is left behind, and we can 
all walk in the joy, peace and freedom we have received in Christ Jesus, and that he gives us the faith to live the Gospel 
we proclaim, so that Christ is honoured and glorified in all we do. 

Revd Ade Eleyae 
Team Vicar



Sunday Morning Worship 

We have enjoyed a good year worshipping God through music. We always love to sing old favourites but are also 
trying to incorporate many new songs and hymns into our services in order to expand our repertoire even further. We 
are blessed to have an organ that keeps in good working order and two high quality pianos. The church is also very 
grateful to Lydia Ralph for her gift of a set of percussion instruments.  

Over the coming year we will be seeking to widen the musical content within our services even further, and will hope 
and trust our singing continues to be an uplifting and heartfelt response to the Glory of God. 

Caroline Doig 
Director of Music at St Gabriel’s 

Pastoral Care 

I am so glad that I went on the Pastoral Care course at All Saints, Higham’s Park. I am helping people, visiting them in 
care homes and phoning those who cannot get to church. God has given me the health and strength to carry on.  

Anything we should be praying for as a church 

• We should pray for more people to join us on Sunday mornings – we shall welcome them with open arms. We should 
also pray for the success of the new nursery and the ‘Stay and Play’ group which will be restarting soon  

Gloria Chase 
St Gabriel’s Church Member 



Discipleship 

I am thankful of the warm welcome of St Gabriel’s Church family and the privilege of being involved in the Pilgrim 
Course. Meeting as a small group on Wednesday evening encourages us to pray together, learn from the Bible and from 
each other, to grow in confidence and to examine our walk with the Lord.  

As I have looked back over the last year, I have found many reasons to be thankful and have been encouraged by the 
different ways our prayers have been answered. Our most recent study, ‘The Creeds’, encourages us to grow as 
disciples, in service and in our love of God in our community. What is God calling us to do and to be? 

Over the coming year, we want to develop our children and young people and to help them to participate in church activities, 
including assisting with Communion and collecting the offering. We want to see the Sunday School grow, and we must pray 
for the necessary courage, confidence and vision as our relationship with the nursery continues to grow, with the hope of 
seeing more families attending church. I am also looking forward to seeing the ‘Stay and Play’ toddler group continue.  

Hannah Mcfarlane 
St Gabriel’s Church Member 



Communications 

St Gabriel’s Church started an active social media campaign and communications ministry in 2018.  It’s all part of our plan to build 
an outward-facing presence in the community that allows us to interact with events or news issues on a local, national and 
international level. We welcome people to experience the love of Jesus by sharing prayers, poetry, biblical comment and teaching. In 
so doing, we establish who we are and what we stand for to our community and beyond. In addition to posting content on the St 
Gabriel’s Facebook page, we also interact with a number of popular local Facebook pages, such as Walthamstow Life, 
Walthamstow Residents News, Wood Street First and more recently the Wood Street Walthamstow Area Group.    

Our social media programme has allowed us to strategically target our messages about the St Gabriel’s ‘Stay and Play’ playgroup 
and the Wood Street Nursery to those who are truly interested. Developing an online presence has allowed us to make new 
connections and start conversations with the wider community; for example, the news about our playgroup reached 5,200 people 
via Walthamstow Life, Walthamstow Residents’ news and the Wood Street First Facebook pages. Just as people continue reading 
traditional media like newspapers, St Gabriel’s also produced a summer newsletter this year and hopes to produce another in 2019.  

Liz Maragh 
St Gabriel’s Church Member



                                   
Outreach Development Work 

I have felt such a warm welcome at St Gabriel’s since starting my new role as Outreach Development Worker. This is a year-long role, from  
January 2019, and during these twelve months I will help develop St Gabriel’s outreach into the wider community. It has already been a  
pleasure to help start a regular Sunday School with a team of volunteers. Children are enjoying learning and doing activities together. 

We are launching a weekly English for Women conversation club in partnership with an existing project connected to Chelmsford Cathedral  
with the aim of reducing the social isolation people can feel upon moving to a new country, helping them make links in the community. ‘Stay  
and Play’ ran hugely successfully in the summer and autumn before the new nursery opened, with dedicated volunteers. We are  
restarting this weekly drop-in for pre-school children and their parents/carers at the end of Easter. It will be held the church itself. 

We will be running an Alpha course starting just after Easter, introducing people to the Christian faith in a relaxed setting. 

School Visits at Christmas and Easter 
It has been a joy to have children from Woodside Primary visit St Gabriel’s this year. Before Christmas, we welcomed children from  
Reception and Year 5 to hear the Christmas story and celebrate Jesus’ birthday, under the organisation of Jack and David Baker. Children  
enjoyed watching a film and making birthday cards. For many, it was the first time they had been inside a church. In March, 150 children came  
to Experience Easter, with Red Balloon Family telling the story in an experiential way. Children shouted “Hosanna”, waved palm branches, were  
moved by acting out the Last Supper, and drew pictures of the surprise and happiness felt at Jesus’ resurrection. 

Anything we should be praying for as a church 

• Please pray for a sense of fellowship among the children who attend on a Sunday morning as they learn, worship and play together at  
Sunday School, and as they take part in the main service for Communion. Pray for their leaders to be blessed as they teach and to grow as a team.  

• Please pray for women, whose confidence in speaking English is low, to hear of English for Women and come along. Pray that Stay and Play may  
be especially open to families who are in need of support. Pray for supportive friendships and a chance to share Jesus’ love in actions and words. 

• Please pray God would prepare people’s hearts to receive His Good News. Pray for barriers to be taken away for people to attend Alpha. 

• Pray for volunteers to be involved in these new projects at St Gabriel’s, that people would grow in their gifts.  

Louise Russell 
Outreach Development Worker at St Gabriel's 





Market Stall    

We continue to be very thankful to the drivers, bakers and stall volunteers from St Luke’s and across the Parish 
who help run our Farmers’ Market café stall every Sunday. Our regulars and visitors, and the market stall 
workers, enjoy our free hot drinks, tasty cakes, the chance to sit down, and very often to chat – whether 
passing the time of day, or getting into theological debate! 

Our stall can be the first place new members connect with us, but it also provides a welcome for the lonely, hot 
drinks for the homeless and for grateful stall holders, and a place for shoppers to take a break. We pray with 
people if they ask us to, or they can add to our Prayer Box. Working on the stall provides opportunities to help 
people who need support, or debt advice, or a night shelter bed. We’re always happy to welcome new 
volunteers, whether to serve, or to help with Set Up or Pack Down – particularly if you have a car! 

Come and visit us, 10am to 2pm, every Sunday on the Farmers’ Market 

Anything we should be praying for as a church 

• That we can grow our pool of volunteers, especially drivers.  
• For relationships to grow. 

Donna Gwilliams 
St Luke’s Churchwarden 



MORE Worship                                                

St Luke’s has settled into a regular pattern of informal worship at Harmony Hall on the second Wednesday of each month. 
MORE includes refreshments, Bible study in groups, usually a craft or other creative activity, and Holy Communion. This past 
year’s themes have included MORE Peace, MORE Healing and MORE Holiness.  

Now that St Luke's is without a team vicar of its own, we have been pleased to welcome the parish's other clergy to preside at 
communion. The Shoesmiths' farewell gift was a splendid earthenware communion set, which the Revd Ade Eleyae blessed 
for us on its first use. Other visiting clergy have included the Revd Alex Summers, until recently Vicar of St Michael and All 
Angels, Walthamstow, and the Bishop Peter. Handily, Bishop Peter lives within easy walking distance, and not in Barking! Fr 
Alex brought one of his sons, who found MORE 'just like Sunday School for grown-ups', plus there were three kinds of cake.   

Anything we should be praying for as a church 

• The long-term future of Harmony Hall is currently uncertain, so this year we may need to find another venue for events that 
cannot be hosted in a café or a member’s home. Please be ready to pray for this search should it be necessary. 

Lou Henderson 
St Luke’s Churchwarden & Treasurer 



Sunday Night Prayer                                             

Have you heard of Fresh Expressions of Worship? If not and you would like to, then join us at Sunday Night Prayer.  

Do you know the Sunday Evening Worship at St Mary’s still happens? It does and is led by St Luke’s. Fresh Expression 
Worship is lay-lead worship which is designed primarily for our changing culture and for the benefit of people in our 
community, especially those who may not normally attend any church service. All are welcome! It is not uncommon to 
find one or two of our friends from the High Street at our worship.  

Our service encourages participation by everyone in different forms of worship. A typical Sunday evening worship starts at 7pm 
usually with Donna Gwilliams as the lay leader. In most cases we gather together at the front of the church. Starting with a 
reflection on the past week, sometimes on what we would like to thank God for or what we are sorry for. Songs usually follow, 
and then we have our Bible reading. We usually read three different Bible passages, one each from New Testament, Old 
Testament and sometimes from the Psalms. The Bible reading is sometimes read by everyone taking it in turns, verse by verse.  

Bible study time is where it gets more interesting because everyone is a preacher and every opinion counts. The leader asks for 
what jumps out or for what we notice in the reading. In other words, everyone digs in and starts talking about what they can 
identify with from the reading. Personally, I’ve learnt a lot - both historical and practical knowledge about Christianity - from 
fellow attendees. The other Sunday we were reading about Old Testament Joseph, and one of our members confessed that he 
had never heard of or known another biblical Joseph apart from the Joseph in the New Testament. 

The Bible study usually leads to a time of confession. Prayer follows our Bible study - a collective activity where the leader 
suggests prayer points about people, places and incidents that we can pray for as well as praying for ourselves and our families. 
Everything is finished in an hour! You’re then welcome to the pub for a drink afterwards. Why not join us some Sunday evening? 

Anything we should be praying for as a church 

• For God to continue to be revealed to all as we pray together. 

Dalton Banjo 
St Luke’s Church Member



Discovery Bible Study  

On the first and third Wednesdays each month, we meet at 7:45pm for Bible Study in Bru, a coffee shop on the corner of Hoe Street 
and First Avenue. Our study has an easily accessible format. Connect, Read, Discover, Obey. Having finished our series on Exploring 
God we have now started to read Acts. Our main question from most passages is, ‘How does this passage change the way I/we live?’ 
Bible study is a place for accountability, discipleship and growing relationships. All are welcome to join us on a Wednesday evening. 

We are very thankful that we are able to meet in Bru and the staff are always welcoming and friendly.  

Anything we should be praying for as a church 

• That our time together will enable us to grow as disciples and in relationship with one another. 

Donna Gwilliams 
St Luke’s Churchwarden 

Sunday Café  

Throughout 2018-19, St Luke’s has continued to meet in the First Stop Cafe on the High Street each Sunday morning for Bible study, 
chat, breakfast and prayer. We have been working through the Gospel of Luke which will be completed at the end of April. 

We have a smaller number of people joining us in the cafe than before - however, we have been able to welcome some new friends and 
have had the opportunity to share and pray with them as well as to encourage each other through reading God’s word together. 

We are looking forward to starting a new series of Bible study passages after Easter, and if anyone would like to join us for a Sunday 
morning in the spring and have a taster of cafe-based Bible study, you will be very welcome to join us from 10.30am. We meet in the 
Town Square, and, after prayer, walk up to the cafe together. 

Helen Miller 
St Luke’s Churchwarden and Reader



Time Team                                                          

Time Team is St Luke’s congregational development team, the people with the responsibility of trying to discern what God wants 
the church to do. We aim to meet once a month on a Sunday afternoon. We begin each meeting by studying a passage from the 
Bible and discussing what God might be saying to us through it. We then discuss the work of the church  - for example, upcoming 
events or a more general evaluation of what we are doing and the direction in which we are going. We also discuss issues relating 
to members and others with whom St Luke’s has connections. Finally, we close by praying about the things we have discussed.  

In the last year, we have faced the challenge of the departure of Frances and Steve Shoesmith. While we miss them, in some ways, 
this has not been a major blow. Time Team has existed since 2013 and St Luke’s has always been a team-led church with 
leadership sharing responsibilities. That said, we have lost two keen workers, one of whom was able to work full-time for St 
Luke’s. This has meant increased work for the rest of the team. To address this, remaining Time Team members – Donna 
Gwilliams, Helen Miller, Lou Henderson and Bill McDermott have invited other people to join us. Tim Coles, Dalton Banjo, John 
Fairlamb and Geoff Fisher have attended meetings at various times. Revd Vanessa Conant also attends meetings, linking us with 
the wider parish and providing access to pastoral support.  

Anything we should be praying for as a church 

• We look forward to seeing where God leads St Luke’s in the coming year.  
• Wisdom as we lead St Luke’s and continue to seek God’s vision for 2019 and beyond. 

Bill McDermott 
St Luke’s Church Member



Fellowship & Socials 

The St Luke's approach to ministry may be relatively informal, and apparently unstructured, but it does rely heavily 
on the traditional Christian priorities of worship, prayer and Bible study.  But as a small and intimate group, it is also 
easier for us to develop a deeper fellowship in the context of a range of social activities - usually revolving around 
food and drink.  

The last Wednesday of each month sees 'Last Supper', a bring-(if-you-can)-and-share meal at members' homes. These often 
have specific themes (for example, bangers and mash, haggis on Burns Night, curry, or pizza and pasta) but can simply turn 
out as pot-luck occasions with random food offerings, not always guaranteed to add up to a balanced diet! 

Overlaid on this regular monthly cycle are seasonal specials such as our Christmas party, pancakes on Shrove Tuesday, our 
summer Beer Festival in Terry's back garden, and so on. Faith can be fun! 

Anything we should be praying for as a church 

• More opportunities for people to connect and grow in relationship. 

Lou Henderson 
St Luke’s Churchwarden & Treasurer 



Away Day 

On Saturday 16th February St Luke’s gathered at Peterhouse for our annual Away Day.  The morning started with worship 
and communion led by Revd Adam Childs before spending time reflecting on what we have experienced God doing in the 
life of the church during the past year. This was led by Emily Norman who also helped us think about the next steps for St 
Luke’s for the coming 12 months and then over the next 3-5 years. 

It is always helpful to have time to reflect and listen to what God may be saying to us as a community of Christian people 
in Walthamstow High Street; to evaluate our weekly and monthly activities and to look at whether we need to change or 
have a vision for a new area of work in the future. 

Helen Miller 
St Luke’s Churchwarden & Reader 

Annual Camp – Debden House 

Our fourth ‘St Luke’s in the Forest’ camp at Debden was hot and sunny, with a couple of rain  
storms thrown in for good measure. More than 40 people of all ages came for anything from one day to  
the entire four nights. Our prayer tent provided different ways to reflect on Gideon’s call from God. We had plenty  
opportunities for Bible study, prayer and activities throughout the weekend. Our focus for our  
time together was Gideon, small but mighty and trusting God in the battles. Our Sunday  
worship and communion were based on ‘a sword for the Lord and for Gideon’. 

We are now making plans for camp number five, which will be held from 26th – 28th July. All are welcome to come for the  
whole weekend or for day visits. 

Donna Gwilliams 
St Luke’s Churchwarden



Saying Goodbye  

St Luke's were sorry to see Frances and Steve leave us last summer but it wasn't without a few celebrations and a farewell 
party. Frances joined St Luke's as vicar in 2011 and embraced the church's 'fresh expressions' mission in the high street, 
being a continual presence of enthusiasm in her role as pastoral leader as well as taking on leadership of the farmers' 
market each week. Steve was also an integral member of St Luke's and developed a real connection with many of the 
regulars to the stall and members of the local homeless community. 

To say ‘goodbye', a huge cake was presented to Frances at the farmers' market on the Shoesmiths' last weekend with us, with many slices 
being shared around and some very kind words and cards given from the stallholders. As a more formal event for the parish, St Luke's 
organised a farewell party at the Welcome Centre with some hilarious cakes made by the congregation to represent Frances and Steve's 
time with us, including a cake set of tents from the annual forest camping trip, a version of St Luke's market stall and the storage shed 
from Terry's garden! Food, drinks, a quiz and some teary speeches were rounded off with some great music from a live band to close a 
memorable farewell night. 

A few members of St Luke's were able to make it to Wigan for Frances's dedication in her new parish(es) and we wish her and Steve all 
the best in their new roles up north. 

Sadly, in October just after our trip to Wigan, William Ndambuki was taken to hospital with organ failure and sadly he passed away in 
October. We were able to make contact with his family in Kenya and he was re-patriated for burial there. He had been around a member of 
St Luke’s for about 6 years and is missed.  

Tim Coles 
St Luke’s Church Member 
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