
Thanksgiving and Memorial Service 2020 

We meet today to remember those we have known and loved 
who have died, to renew our trust and confidence in Christ, 
and to pray that together we may be one in him, through 
whom we offer our praises to the Father. 

As a father cares for his children: 
so the Lord cares for those who fear him. 

For he himself knows whereof we are made: 
he remembers that we are but dust. 

Our days are like the grass: 
we flourish like a flower of the field. 

When the wind goes over it, it is gone, 
and its place shall know it no more. 

But the merciful goodness of the Lord endures for ever on 
those who fear him: 
and his righteousness on children's children. 

PSALM 121 (VIDEO) 

THE ACCLAMATION: 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, lover of souls you uphold us in 
life and sustain us in death: to you be glory and praise for 
ever! 
For the darkness of this age is passing away as Christ the 
bright and morning star 
brings to his saints the light of life. 
As you give light to those in darkness 
who walk in the shadow of death 
so remember in your kingdom your faithful servants that 
death may be for them the gate to life 
and to unending fellowship with you; 
where with your saints you live and reign 
one in the perfect union of love 
now and for ever. Amen. 



JOHN 11: 17- 44: 

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already 
been in the tomb four days. 18 Now Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the Jews 
had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their 
brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 
went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said 
to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you 
whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother 
will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise 
again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, 
“I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, 
even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She 
said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the 
Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 
28 When she had said this, she went back and called her 
sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is 
calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly 
and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the 
village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 
31 The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, 
saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her 
because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep 
there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she 
knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he 
was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, 
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and 
see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how 
he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who 
opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from 
dying?” 
38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It 
was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, 
“Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said 
to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been 
dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if 
you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they 
took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, 
“Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you 



always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd 
standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 
43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, 
come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet 
bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. 
Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go. 

POEM: LET NOT YOUR HEARTS BE TROUBLED BY  
MALCOLM GUITE: 

Always there comes this parting of the ways 
The best is wrested from us, borne away, 
No one is with us always, nothing stays, 
Night swallows even the most perfect day. 
Time makes a tragedy of human love, 
We cleave forever to the one we choose 
Only to find ‘forever’ in the grave. 
We have just time enough to love and lose. 
  
You know too well this trouble in our hearts 
Your heart is troubled for us, feels it too, 
You share with us in time that shears and parts 
To draw us out of time and into you. 
I go that you might come to where I am 
Your word comes home to us and brings us home. 

PSALM 130 (VIDEO) 

PRAYERS: 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
he has come to his people and set them free. 

He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour: 
born of the house of his servant David. 

In the tender compassion of our God: 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness 
and the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor human heart 
conceived, God has prepared for those who love him. 



God of all consolation, 
in your unending love and mercy you turn the darkness of 
death into the dawn of new life. 

Show compassion to your people in their sorrow. Be our 
refuge and our strength 
to lift us from the darkness of grief 
to the peace and light of your presence. 

Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, by dying for us, conquered 
death and by rising again, restored life. 

May we then go forward eagerly to meet him, and after our 
life on earth 
be reunited with our brothers and sisters where every tear will 
be wiped away. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

In confidence we pray to our Heavenly Father: 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

THE COMMEMORATION: 

You, Christ, are the King of Glory. 
The eternal Son of the Father. 
You overcame the sting of death 
And opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
You are seated at God's right hand in glory 
We believe that you will come to be our judge. 
Come then, Lord, and help your people, bought with the price 
of your own blood; and bring us with your saints 



to glory everlasting. 
Hear us,O merciful Father, 
as we remember in love 
those whom we have placed in your hands. 

As we remember those who have died and affirm that they are 
in God’s keeping, We will  light a candle for each person we 
Remember today. 

1. Abdul Attaie 
2. Sylvia Joseph 
3. Sophie Fagan 
4. Micheal Allieu 
5. Dr Choudhary 
6. Samuel Lloyd Daly 
7. Ema Elisia Temu 
8. Joan Marsh 
9. John Anthony Matthew Greenaway 
10. Dr Lewis Hodgson MBE 
11. Karen Melody Dyer 
12. Ames  
13. Patricia Tomkinson 
14. Chrissie Walker 
15. Alan Faultless  
16. David Ellis 
17. Joan Saward 
18. John and Eileen Rabey 
19. Margaret Gill 
20. Jeff Berry 
21. Jean Winstone 
22. Sue Parry 
23. Sally Bullivant 
24. Emgar Davis 
25. Adrian Davis 

Acknowledge, we pray, the sheep of your own fold, lambs of 
your own flock. 
Enfold them in the arms of your mercy, 
in the blessed rest of everlasting peace, 
and in the glorious company of the saints in light. Amen. 

IN UNCERTAIN TIMES (VIDEO) 



THE BLESSING: 

May God give to you and to all those whom you love his 
comfort and his peace, 
his light and his joy, 
in this world and the next; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always. Amen 


